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Practising Language 1a

Story time: 
late!

Getting to school on time is important.
Read this story about Tom and answer 
the questions.

� Why was the playground empty? Tick � the right answer.

� It was the school holidays. � Everyone had gone home.

� Everyone had gone into school. � It was too early for school.

� Why did everyone stare at Tom in assembly?
� He was sitting with � His teacher was talking
Year 6. to him.

� He had to sit at the front. � He was speaking. 

� Why did Tom say “Oh no!”?

� How many times was Tom late for school that week?

P1a

“Oh no! The playground’s empty!” 
Tom was late for school and

it was the second time that week.
His class had already gone into
assembly so he had to sit with
Year 6 at the back and everyone
stared at him. 

  

       
      

       
    

    
   

      
       
    

      
    

     
 

      

  

     

         
        

         
  

            
     

     

ANSWERS: Practising Language 1a

� Why was the playground empty? Tick � the right answer.

� It was the school holidays. � Everyone had gone home.

� Everyone had gone into school. � It was too early for school.

� Why did everyone stare at Tom in assembly?
� He was sitting with � His teacher was talking
Year 6. to him.

� He had to sit at the front. � He was speaking. 

� Why did Tom say “Oh no!”?

� How many times was Tom late for school that week?

P1a

�

�

He was upset because he was late for school again.

Twice - once before and now today too.
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Practising Language 1b

He decided it was his mother’s fault. 
“Could you wake me up earlier, 

Mum?” he asked. “I don’t want to 
be late for school again.”

“I wake you early enough
already,” replied Mum. “You’ve got
to get up straightaway. I can’t keep
checking on you – I have to make
breakfast and the packed lunches.”

“You could start getting your stuff 
ready the night before,” suggested
Lisa, Tom’s big sister. “That’ll save
you time.”

Tom decided to give it a try.

� Who is Lisa?

� Why was Tom late for school?
� His mother didn’t wake � He didn’t get up straightaway 
him up early enough. and lay in bed too long.

� He played football in � He had to make his 
the mornings. packed lunch.

� In your opinion, whose fault was it that Tom was late for school:
his fault or his mother’s fault?

� Why do you think this? 

P1b

ANSWERS: Practising Language 1b

� Who is Lisa?

� Why was Tom late for school?
� His mother didn’t wake � He didn’t get up straightaway 
him up early enough. and lay in bed too long.

� He played football in � He had to make his 
the mornings. packed lunch.

� In your opinion, whose fault was it that Tom was late for school:
his fault or his mother’s fault?

� Why do you think this? 

P1b
Tom’s big sister.

�

I think it was Tom’s fault.

Tom should have got up when his mother

woke him. OR His mother was too busy to keep checking on him.
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Practising Language 1c

Next morning, he sprang out of bed, 
had time to have a good breakfast
and arrived at school early. 

“Hey Tom,” shouted his friend
Ben. “Come and play football!”

Tom was first in line when the 
bell rang.

“Lead the class in, Tom,” said his
teacher with a big smile. 

That weekend Tom’s Granny came 
round and gave him a surprise
present. It was his very own big red
alarm clock with a specially loud ring!

� Why do you think Tom’s teacher had a big smile on her face?

� Why do you think Tom’s Granny gave him an alarm clock?

� She always brought a present and didn’t know what else to give him.

� She didn’t want his Mum to have to wake him up any more.

� Tom had specially asked her for one.

� She wanted to encourage him to continue to be on time for school.

� Who do you think probably told her it would be a useful present?

P1c

  

      
       

           
       

    
    

  
    

   

  
  
   
    

      
 

 
 

 
  

ANSWERS: Practising Language 1c

� Why do you think Tom’s teacher had a big smile on her face?

� Why do you think Tom’s Granny gave him an alarm clock?

� She always brought a present and didn’t know what else to give him.

� She didn’t want his Mum to have to wake him up any more.

� Tom had specially asked her for one.

� She wanted to encourage him to continue to be on time for school.

� Who do you think probably told her it would be a useful present?

P1c

Tom’s teacher was so pleased to see that Tom was in good time

for school that day.

Someone in Tom’s family must have told her.

�
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Practising Language 2

Happy
handwriting

Clear handwriting will make your work look
good. Other people will enjoy reading it too.

� Tom wrote a list of what he had to remember for 
school each day. Write over the words carefully. 

P2

� Tom’s Mum had a list
too. Her list was for
Tom’s packed lunches.
Copy it out as neatly
as you can. 

Tom’s packed lunches
Bottle of water
Cheese or ham sandwiches
Biscuit and apple or banana

What I have to remember for school
Monday reading book
Tuesday learn spellings
Wednesday class assembly
Thursday football kit
Friday towel and goggles

ANSWERS: Practising Language 2

� Tom wrote a list of what he had to remember for 
school each day.Write over the words carefully. 

P2

� Tom’s Mum had a list
too. Her list was for
Tom’s packed lunches.
Copy it out as neatly
as you can. 

What I have to remember for school
Monday reading book
Tuesday learn spellings
Wednesday class assembly
Thursday football kit
Friday towel and goggles
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Practising Language 3a

I spy spelling Tom had to remember to learn his spellings
every week. Use the sounds the letters
make to help you spell words just right.

P3a

All words in English are spelt with the 26 letters of the 
alphabet.There are 5 vowels and all the rest of the letters 
are consonants. 

The vowel sound of a word helps us to spell it.

� Put a circle round the 5 vowels. Then copy them out neatly. 

a  b  c  d  e  f  g  h  i  j  k  l  m  n  o  p  q  r  s  t  u  v  w  x  y  z

� Underline the word in each line which has the most vowels:

� beautiful     although     questions     important

� information     different     special     cardboard 

� Fill in this word puzzle. The pictures will tell you what to write.
Each word is spelt with oo and has the same sound.
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ANSWERS: Practising Language 3a

P3a

� Put a circle round the 5 vowels. Then copy them out neatly. 

a  b  c  d  e  f  g  h  i  j  k  l  m  n  o  p  q  r  s  t  u  v  w  x  y  z

� Underline the word in each line which has the most vowels:

� beautiful     although     questions     important

� information     different     special     cardboard 

� Fill in this word puzzle. The pictures will tell you what to write.
Each word is spelt with oo and has the same sound.

b a l l o o n t o o t h s c h o o l
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  b  c  d  e  f  g  h  i  j  k  l  m  n  o  p  q  r  s  t  u  v  w  x  y  z

�           

     although     questions     important

�      different     special     cardboard 

�             
         

Practising Language 3b and 3c

P3b

Vowels can sound different in different words.

� Read what Tom told the class about how he stopped being late.
Some words are not complete. They are all spelt with oo. 
The first one is already done for you. 

“I have a list pinned up on the d of my bedr

so I l at it to check that I have what I need. On Monday 

it’s my reading b and on Thursday it’s f ball kit.

That way I don’t forget anything and my teacher will then be in a 

g m !”

Sometimes a vowel is left out and an apostrophe
is used instead. These are called contractions.

P3c

o  o  r

� Use a contraction to 
complete these sentences:

� Oh dear, 
raining again.

� Fred 
open the door with his key.

� On Saturday 
going shopping.

it is

I will

could not

did not

I am didn’t

it’s

I’ll

couldn’t

I’m

� Match these phrases to 
their contractions: 

The apostropheshows where a letter would be if the word werewritten in full, for example 
cannot 
becomes 
can’t.

ANSWERS: Practising Language 3b and 3c

P3b

� Read what Tom told the class about how he stopped being late.
Some words are not complete. They are all spelt with oo. 
The first one is already done for you. 

“I have a list pinned up on the d of my bedr

so I l at it to check that I have what I need. On Monday 

it’s my reading b and on Thursday it’s f ball kit.

That way I don’t forget anything and my teacher will then be in a 

g m !”

Sometimes a vowel is left out and an apostrophe
is used instead. These are called contractions.

P3c

o  o  r

� Use a contraction to 
complete these sentences:

� Oh dear, 
raining again.

� Fred 
open the door with his key.

� On Saturday 
going shopping.

� Match these phrases to 
their contractions: 

o o m
o o k

o o k o o t

o o d o o d

it is

I will

could not

did not

I am didn’t

it’s

I’ll

couldn’t

I’m

it’s

couldn’t

I’m
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Practising Language 4a and 4b

Read the
instructions: 
play the 
game!

Tom’s uncle gave him a table top football
game for his birthday.This was an electronic
game that produced the sound of cheering
when a goal was scored. 

� What are these 
different parts?
Choose a 
label from: 

ball
goal

handle
leg

scoreboard
sound box

P4a

� Here are the instructions for playing – but they have been
mixed up. Write the sentences in the correct order and number
them 1 to 6.

P4b

The team which did not score kicks off next.
Decide which team is going to kick off. 
Play until a goal has been scored.
Put the ball on the centre spot.
The team which scores the most goals wins. 
As you record the score you hear cheering.

    

           
         

        
         

           
             
          

     

ANSWERS: Practising Language 4a and 4b

� What are these 
different parts?
Choose a 
label from: 

ball
goal
handle
leg

scoreboard
sound box

P4a

� Here are the instructions for playing – but they have been
mixed up. Write the sentences in the correct order and number
them 1 to 6.

P4b

scoreboard

goal

ball

leg

handle

sound box
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Practising Language 4b and 4c

� Many toys come with some warnings and the boys had to 
read these carefully. Write these warnings out clearly as four
separate sentences. Remember to start each sentence with 
a capital letter and end it with a full stop.

P4c

this toy is not suitable for children under 3 years remove the
batteries if the toy is not used for a long time new and used
batteries are not to be mixed please keep this information 
for safety reasons   

ANSWERS: Practising Language 4b and 4c

� Many toys come with some warnings and the boys had to 
read these carefully. Write these warnings out clearly as four
separate sentences. Remember to start each sentence with 
a capital letter and end it with a full stop.

P4c

1. Decide which team is going to kick off. 

2. Put the ball on the centre spot.

3. Play until a goal has been scored.

4. As you record the score you hear cheering.

5. The team which did not score kicks off next.

6. The team which scores the most goals wins. 

This toy is not suitable for children under 3 years.

Remove the batteries if the toy is not used for a long time.

New and used batteries are not to be mixed. 

Please keep this information for safety reasons.
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Practising Language 5a

Story time:
lost!

Anita got lost, but luckily she knew what to do.
Read the story and answer the questions.

� What did Anita want to buy?

� shoes � an umbrella � a scrapbook � a badge

� What was Anita’s Mum trying on?

� Tick the items you would expect a stationery department to sell.

� towels � scrapbooks � envelopes � toys

� pens � cameras � glue � games

� Why was Anita feeling impatient?

P5a

Anita was getting very impatient. 
Her Mum had been promising to 
buy her a scrapbook for ages and
now they were finally shopping
together in the right store.

The problem was that the
stationery department was on the
fifth floor and they had to keep
stopping on the way up to buy 
other things – an umbrella, a 
new frying pan and some towels. 

When Mum sat down and started
trying on different pairs of shoes, 
Anita decided she’d had enough. 
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ANSWERS: Practising Language 5a

� What did Anita want to buy?

� shoes � an umbrella � a scrapbook � a badge

� What was Anita’s Mum trying on?

� Tick the items you would expect a stationery department to sell.

� towels � scrapbooks � envelopes � toys

� pens � cameras � glue � games

� Why was Anita feeling impatient?

P5a

�

�

� �

shoes

It was taking a very long

time to get to the right department to buy a scrapbook.

�
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Practising Language 5b

Anita found the escalator and rode up to the fifth floor by herself. 
The stationery department was huge and she had to search for 
some time to find a scrapbook. 
Then she looked around for the 
escalator to go back down to the 
shoe department, but she couldn’t 
find it. Anita began to feel tired 
and upset and she knew Mum 
would be worried too.

Mum had told her never to 
speak to strangers but to go to 
a member of staff if she ever got 
lost, so that’s what Anita did. She 
went up to one of the assistants 
who was serving behind the 
counter and wearing a badge. 

� Why couldn’t Anita get downstairs to her mother?

� She was too tired. � She couldn’t find the right escalator.

� The lift was broken. � She didn’t know where her Mum was.

� Who did Anita speak to?

� customer �  nobody �  shop assistant �  announcer

� How did Anita know who to speak to when she needed help?

P5b

ANSWERS: Practising Language 5b

� Why couldn’t Anita get downstairs to her mother?

� She was too tired. � She couldn’t find the right escalator.

� The lift was broken. � She didn’t know where her Mum was.

� Who did Anita speak to?

� customer �  nobody �  shop assistant �  announcer

� How did Anita know who to speak to when she needed help?

P5b

�

�

Her mother told her to speak only to a member of staff.

The lady was wearing a badge which said ‘staff’.
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Practising Language 5c

A few minutes later an announcement
went out over the loud speaker. 

“Would the mother of Anita Sharma
please come to the information desk 
on the fifth floor where her daughter 
is waiting for her.”

In no time at all, Anita was being
hugged tightly by her Mum, who
bought her the scrapbook but made
her promise to be a bit more patient
next time!

� How did Anita’s mother know where she was?

� Think of two words to describe how Anita’s Mum must have felt:

� when she lost her daughter.

� when she found her again. 

� What do you think might happen next time
Anita and her Mum go shopping together?

P5c

  

    
      

    
      

        

         

         

        

           

           

         
       

       
  

ANSWERS: Practising Language 5c

� How did Anita’s mother know where she was?

� Think of two words to describe how Anita’s Mum must have felt:

� when she lost her daughter.

� when she found her again. 

� What do you think might happen next time
Anita and her Mum go shopping together?

P5c

She heard an announcement over the loud speaker.

This told her where to go to find Anita.

worried upset

relieved happy

Anita will stay with her Mum all the time.

Maybe her Mum won’t make her wait so long.

EXAMPLE
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Practising Language 6a

� Here are more details about Anita’s
adventure and her scrapbook – but some
capital letters are missing. Copy each
sentence out again, putting in capital letters
where they are needed for names and titles. 

P6a

� The store where anita got lost was called conway’s. 

� It was in the centre of town in grove street.

� The assistant who helped anita was called lily thompson.

� Anita wrote my scrapbook adventure as the title for her story. 

� Her teacher mrs millman read the story to the whole class. 

Let’s get 
writing!

When she got home, Anita had lots to 
write in her diary. She described what 
had happened when she got lost in the
department store. 

ANSWERS: Practising Language 6a

� Here are more details about Anita’s
adventure and her scrapbook – but some
capital letters are missing. Copy each
sentence out again, putting in capital letters
where they are needed for names and titles. 

P6a

� The store where anita got lost was called conway’s. 

� It was in the centre of town in grove street.

� The assistant who helped anita was called lily thompson.

� Anita wrote my scrapbook adventure as the title for her story. 

� Her teacher mrs millman read the story to the whole class. 

The store where Anita got lost was called Conway’s.

It was in the centre of town in Grove Street.

The assistant who helped Anita was called 

Lily Thompson.

Anita wrote My Scrapbook Adventure as the title for

her story.

Her teacher Mrs Millman read the story to the 

whole class.



34

Practising Language 6b

� Look at what Anita wrote and put in some time words to make 
it clear in what order things happened. Choose the correct word
for each space and copy it in neatly.

then      when     after a while     after     suddenly     while 

P6b

�

Dear Diary,

I had an exciting time we were out shopping 

on Saturday. I went up the escalators on my own to the 

fifth floor Mum was trying on shoes. 

I looked around for a scrapbook and 

I found a really good one. I got lost and 

upset but my name was announced on 

the loudspeaker and Mum was 

there hugging me. She only bought me the scrapbook

I’d promised never to do that again!

when

P   

              
          

          
           
      

  
 

   
  
 

  
  

  
 
 

   
   
   
 

  
 

ANSWERS: Practising Language 6b

� Look at what Anita wrote and put in some time words to make 
it clear in what order things happened. Choose the correct word
for each space and copy it in neatly.

then      when     after a while     after     suddenly     while 

P6b

�

while

after a

while

then

suddenly

after 
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Practising Language 6c

� The class made a poster about what to do if you got lost in a
shop. There were two dos (things you should do) and two don’ts
(things you shouldn’t do). Decide which is which and complete 
the poster. Make it look as interesting and attractive as you can.
Put your own title in the box.

P6c

DO DON’T

Go with 
anyone 
who is not 
a member 
of staff.

Agree on a
place to meet
if you are
worried about
getting lost.

Ask a member 
of the staff 
at the shop 
for help.

Go home by
yourself. 
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ANSWERS: Practising Language 6c

� The class made a poster about what to do if you got lost in a
shop. There were two dos (things you should do) and two don’ts
(things you shouldn’t do). Decide which is which and complete 
the poster. Make it look as interesting and attractive as you can.
Put your own title in the box.

P6c

Agree on a place

to meet if you are

worried about

getting lost.

Ask a member of

staff at the shop

for help.

Go with anyone

who is not a

member of staff.

Go home by

yourself.

If you get lost!
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Practising Language 7a

� Here are instructions about how to start collecting 
leaves. Which picture matches each instruction?
Write the correct number in the boxes.

P7a

Start by collecting interesting leaves from
the ground. Autumn is a good time to start
as leaves change into wonderful colours
and fall from the trees. 

Place the leaves between two pieces of 
newspaper to dry. Put them inside a heavy
book and leave for at least two days. 

When the leaves are dry, you can stick 
them in your book. Make a note of the date
and place you found your leaves and add
the name of the tree too, if you can.

You could cover each page with a piece 
of sticky back plastic to keep your Nature
Book in top condition.

Remember: never go out collecting leaves 
unless your Mum, Dad or another trusted
adult knows where you are. 

Read the
instructions

Anita wanted to buy a scrapbook so she
could make a Nature Book.

�

�

�

�

�

    

           

          

        
      

           
          

     

  

           

      to      leaves      the      try      that      avoid    
u       have      tree      to      fallen      damaging 

ANSWERS: Practising Language 7a

� Here are instructions about how to start collecting 
leaves.Which picture matches each instruction?
Write the correct number in the boxes.

P7a

Start by collecting interesting leaves from
the ground. Autumn is a good time to start
as leaves change into wonderful colours
and fall from the trees. 

Place the leaves between two pieces of 
newspaper to dry. Put them inside a heavy
book and leave for at least two days. 

When the leaves are dry, you can stick 
them in your book. Make a note of the date
and place you found your leaves and add
the name of the tree too, if you can.

You could cover each page with a piece 
of sticky back plastic to keep your Nature
Book in top condition.

Remember: never go out collecting leaves 
unless your Mum, Dad or another trusted
adult knows where you are. 

4

5

2

1

3
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Practising Language 7b and 7c

� How could you find out the name of a tree? Think of two ways.

� What else could you put in a Nature Book? Think of two things.

� What title would you give the instructions in P7a?
Try to think of an interesting one.

P7c

� Here is a final instruction – but the words have been 
muddled up. Write it out again with the words in the 
correct order to make a sentence.

Try to use

� What is the best time of year to collect leaves? Why is this?

already      to      leaves      the      try      that      avoid    
use      have      tree      to      fallen      damaging 

P7b

�
� �

ANSWERS: Practising Language 7b and

� How could you find out the name of a tree?Think of two ways.

� What else could you put in a Nature Book?Think of two things.

� What title would you give the instructions in P7a?
Try to think of an interesting one.

P7c

� Here is a final instruction – but the words have been 
muddled up.Write it out again with the words in the 
correct order to make a sentence.

Try to use

� What is the best time of year to collect leaves? Why is this?

already      to      leaves      the      try      that      avoid    
use      have      tree      to      fallen      damaging 

P7b

�
� �

leaves that have already fallen to avoid

damaging the tree.

Autumn because leaves change into wonderful colours

and fall from trees so are easy to pick up.

Ask someone to tell you.

Find out yourself from a book or the internet.

EXAMPLE

EXAMPLE Flowers that you could dry and press.

Grasses and seeds.

The Wonders of Nature. Lovely Leaves. Super Scrapbooks.

Learn about Nature. Have Fun in the Autumn.

EXAMPLE
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Practising Language 8a and 8b

Questions
and answers

Asking questions is an important way of
learning – as long as we listen carefully to
the answer too!

� Here are three questions about making a Nature Book and 
three answers. Put a question mark at the end of each question
and a full stop at the end of each answer.Then match each
question (Q) with its answer (A).

A How can I stick this leaf in my book

B Where can I find some sticky back plastic 

C Use a glue pen and please be careful 

D Which colours should I use for my headings 

E There are some sheets in my desk drawer 

F I suggest something bright that stands out on the page 

P8a ?
Q A

?� Start off each of these questions with the right question word. 
Choose from: 

P8b

� players are in a football team?

� does a litre of milk cost?

� does the Queen live?

� is the Prime Minister of Britain now?

� are poodles, terriers and labradors?

what where
why who

which how
whose when

how many
how much

P     
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?
ANSWERS: Practising Language 8a and 8b

� Here are three questions about making a Nature Book and 
three answers. Put a question mark at the end of each question
and a full stop at the end of each answer.Then match each
question (Q) with its answer (A).

A How can I stick this leaf in my book

B Where can I find some sticky back plastic 

C Use a glue pen and please be careful 

D Which colours should I use for my headings 

E There are some sheets in my desk drawer 

F I suggest something bright that stands out on the page 

P8a ?
Q A

?� Start off each of these questions with the right question word. 
Choose from: 

P8b

� players are in a football team?

� does a litre of milk cost?

� does the Queen live?

� is the Prime Minister of Britain now?

� are poodles, terriers and labradors?

what where
why who
which how
whose when
how many
how much

?
?

.
?

.
.

A

B

D

C

E

F

How many

How much

Where

Who

What
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Practising Language 8b and 8c

� Test your general knowledge by writing answers to as many 
of the questions in P8b as you can. Write in full sentences 
and make sure you start with a capital letter and end with 
a full stop.

� There are eleven players in a football team. 

�

�

�

�

� Here’s an answer:

Anita won a gold certificate for her excellent Nature Book.

Write two questions that could have this as an 
answer.

� Question 1: 

� Question 2: 

P8c

� Choose two of the question words that have not been used 
and write your own questions.

ANSWERS: Practising Language 8b and

� Test your general knowledge by writing answers to as many 
of the questions in P8b as you can.Write in full sentences 
and make sure you start with a capital letter and end with 
a full stop.

� There are eleven players in a football team. 

�

�

�

�

� Here’s an answer:

Anita won a gold certificate for her excellent Nature Book.

Write two questions that could have this as an 
answer.

� Question 1: 

� Question 2: 

P8c

� Choose two of the question words that have not been used 
and write your own questions.

A litre of milk costs 65p.

The Queen lives in Buckingham Palace.

The Prime Minister of Britain is now David Cameron.

Poodles, terriers and labradors are kinds of dogs.

VARIABLE

Who won a gold certificate for her

Nature Book?

Why did Anita win a gold certificate?

EXAMPLE

EXAMPLE
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Practising Language 9a

� Who is Rufus? How do you know?

� Why do you think Rufus was digging in the earth?

� He wanted to eat the roses. � He wanted to find his bone.

� He wanted to find the key. � He wanted to annoy Dad.

� Why was it important to replant the roses before Dad got home?

P9a

Story time:
adventure!

“Rufus!” I yelled out of the window. “Stop that!”
He looked up at me for a second, barked and 

then just carried on energetically digging up a 
whole bed of Dad’s prize roses. 

I rushed outside and shooed him off. What a
mess! I bent down to replant some of the roses
before Dad got home. I felt something hard 
and saw it was an old bone. As I lifted it out, 
I noticed something else hidden in the earth. 

It was a key. 

Adventure is all around us. Read Robbie’s
story about what happened to him and
then answer the questions.

  

         

          

        

   

    

    

       

         
          

        
        
         

      
         

          
     

     
        

       

ANSWERS: Practising Language 9a

� Who is Rufus? How do you know?

� Why do you think Rufus was digging in the earth?

� He wanted to eat the roses. � He wanted to find his bone.

� He wanted to find the key. � He wanted to annoy Dad.

� Why was it important to replant the roses before Dad got home?

P9a

He’s a dog.

He barks and is trying to dig up his bone.

�

Robbie didn’t want his Dad to see his prize roses dug

up as he thought this would upset him.
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Practising Language 9b

� What was the key like? Give four words to describe it.

� Why do you think he put the key in his pocket?

� He was going to get rid of it. 

� Rufus might eat it.

� It opened his front door.

� He wanted to keep it.

� What two kinds of stories does he read?

P9b

I brushed off the earth and examined it closely. 
It wasn’t like the small keys we had for our 
front door but was much larger and heavier, 
a golden colour with lots of fancy decorations. 
It looked more like the kind of key you would
expect to find in a fairy tale.

“Adventure at last!” I said to myself as I 
put the key in my pocket. I’d read lots of 
stories about boys having exciting adventures
and now it was my turn.

A key is made to open something and I
intended to find out what that something was.

ANSWERS: Practising Language 9b

� What was the key like? Give four words to describe it.

� Why do you think he put the key in his pocket?

� He was going to get rid of it. 

� Rufus might eat it.

� It opened his front door.

� He wanted to keep it.

� What two kinds of stories does he read?

P9b

large heavy gold decorated

�

Fairy tales

Adventures
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Practising Language 9c

� Which two words tell you that Robbie looked from top to 
bottom of his house?

� Why do you think his Dad thought he had become 
interested in roses?

� Why hadn’t Robbie seen the door in the wall before?

� Dad had never told him � He hadn’t looked all
about it. round the garden. 

� It had been covered by plants. � It hadn’t been there before.

P9c

The key didn’t give up its secret easily. I spent days
searching our house from the attic to the cellar for
anything it might fit. I even did a bit more digging in 
case there was a buried chest of treasure somewhere. 
Dad was delighted and started telling me all he knew
about roses.

Then, like in the best adventures, just when you are 
least expecting it, something happens. 

We were building a bonfire and Dad was pulling all 
the old ivy off the back wall to burn it, when he suddenly
shouted: “Robbie, come and look! There’s an old door 
here. It’s been hidden by the ivy all these years.”

He tried the handle but it was locked. Somehow I just
knew that my key would open it.

  

 

  @  @@@     
  @@@  @@@   @@@@  

          
     

 @ @@@     @@     
      @@@

 @@@@  @@@   @    @
    @ @@@   

ANSWERS: Practising Language 9c

� Which two words tell you that Robbie looked from top to 
bottom of his house?

� Why do you think his Dad thought he had become 
interested in roses?

� Why hadn’t Robbie seen the door in the wall before?

� Dad had never told him � He hadn’t looked all
about it. round the garden. 

� It had been covered by plants. � It hadn’t been there before.

P9c

attic cellar

Dad saw Robbie digging so thought he’d started to like

gardening, but of course he was really looking for treasure.

�



43

  

          
  

          
  

         

       
    

         

          
        
            

         
         
 

          
     
          

            
         

         
          
      

Practising Language 10

P10

Handsome handwriting

Thÿ kÿ©y t<u<r¬@nÿ©d e©a<@@@µ[©i<l<y i<n t<hÿ l<o+c·k 
a<n<d I p©u<@@@µ[©hÿ©d o®@@@p¿©n t<hÿ d<o+o®@@@@r. 

� Continue the story of Robbie and the key by copying 
these sentences in your best handwriting.

I r¬@u<@@@µ[©hÿ©d u<p t<o m<y r>o+o®@@m t<o \e©t t<hÿ kÿ©y.
Thÿ©n I w>a<i<tæ©d u<n<t<i<l Da<d w}e©n<t i<n<@@@µ[©i<dÿ.

Thÿ d<o+o®@@@@r w>a<@@@µ[ a _@›a<dÿ©d p©a<lÿ \r}eœ©n c·oßl<o®@u<r.
It h<a<d a l<a<r>\e r¬@u<@@@µ[©tæ©d \oßl<dÿ©n kÿ{h<oßlÿ.

ANSWERS: Practising Language 10

P10

� Continue the story of Robbie and the key by copying 
these sentences in your best handwriting.
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Practising Language 11a and 11b

Speak and spell Spelling is fun for Bright Sparks! 
These puzzles will help you learn 
how to spell some useful words.

Robbie didn’t know where the key would fit or what he would find.

Where and what are two examples of words beginning with wh-.

� Look at the picture clues and fill in the words. 
They all begin with wh-.

P11a

Homophones are words which sound the same but are spelt
differently and have a different meaning, for example:

They’re looking at the blackbird in their garden over there.

P11b

� Draw or write a clue for the word you 
can read downwards.

w
h
e
a
t

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

� �

�

red

    

      

        son        night        knight        write        right

�         

  

    

     

       

     

         

       

   

ANSWERS: Practising Language 11a and 11b

Robbie didn’t know where the key would fit or what he would find.

� Look at the picture clues and fill in the words. 
They all begin with wh-.

P11a

Homophones are words which sound the same but are spelt
differently and have a different meaning, for example:

P11b

� Draw or write a clue for the word you 
can read downwards.

h i s p e r

w e e l

w h i s k r s

w h l e

w h i e

Used to make bread.EXAMPLE



45

    

        
      

     

            

        

          
    

        
       

       

         
  

My holiday was  

Practising Language 11b and 11c

� Match these words to the correct picture:

sun        son        night        knight        write        right

� Choose the correct word to complete the sentences: 

P11c

their they’rethere 

belonging to them they area place

� What are you doing over ?

� The children had to finish homework first. 

� Sam said that going swimming tomorrow.

� Look, are some boys playing in the skate park. 

� Write a sentence using each of these words:

�

�

�

�

hear here blew blue 

ANSWERS: Practising Language 11b and

� Match these words to the correct picture:

sun        son        night        knight        write        right

� Choose the correct word to complete the sentences: 

P11c

their they’rethere 

belonging to them they area place

� What are you doing over ?

� The children had to finish homework first. 

� Sam said that going swimming tomorrow.

� Look, are some boys playing in the skate park. 

� Write a sentence using each of these words:

�

�

�

�

hear here blew blue 

there

their

they’re

there

I can here the birds singing.

Come here and put your coat on.

The wind blew the leaves from the trees.

Sam is wearing a blue shirt today.

EXAMPLE
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Practising Language 12a and 12b

� Label the five different punctuation marks. 
Choose from this list:

question mark     comma     full stop     speech marks
exclamation mark

P12a

Powerful
punctuation

Punctuation marks may be small, 
but they are very important. Use them 
to make your writing clear for others to
read and understand.

“Where are you?” shouted Dad.“Quickly, come and look!”

       

      

    

    

     
      

       

     !     ?

           

         
       

      
   

         
     

        

   

    

Commas show where we pause when
we are reading aloud. 

They are used to separate items in a
list. Usually, we do not put a comma
before and. Here’s an example: 

P12b

Rufus dug up three rose bushes, a
pound coin, a key and his old bone. 

ANSWERS: Practising Language 12a and 12b

� Label the five different punctuation marks. 
Choose from this list:

question mark     comma     full stop     speech marks
exclamation mark

P12a

Commas show where we pause when
we are reading aloud. 

They are used to separate items in a
list. Usually, we do not put a comma
before and. Here’s an example: 

P12b

speech marks

exclamation mark

comma

question mark
full stop
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      comma     full stop     speech marks
e  

    
       

       
  

     

� I have been playing with my friend 

� What do you want for tea 

� Put your toys away 

� “Look out ” shouted James 

Sentences serve different purposes and punctuation gives 
us clues about what the sentence does.

� Use these three punctuation marks to complete the sentences:

P12c

.     !     ?

� Now draw an arrow from the sentence to the right purpose. 

� Put commas in these sentences where necessary and be sure 
to end each sentence with a full stop.

Robbie looked in the bedrooms the sitting room the
bathroom and the kitchen

Keys in fairy tales usually unlock doors to magic castles
chests of treasure and secret passageways

� Now make your own list to finish this sentence:

I enjoy stories about

Practising Language 12b and 12c

   
    

       
       

    

     
      

question

command

statement

exclamation

� I have been playing with my friend

� What do you want for tea 

� Put your toys away

� “Look out ” shouted James

Sentences serve different purposes and punctuation gives 
us clues about what the sentence does.

� Use these three punctuation marks to complete the sentences:

P12c

.     !     ?

� Now draw an arrow from the sentence to the right purpose. 

� Put commas in these sentences where necessary and be sure 
to end each sentence with a full stop.

� Now make your own list to finish this sentence:

I enjoy stories about

ANSWERS: Practising Language 12b and

question

command

statement

exclamation

.
?

!

, ,
.

.
,

VARIABLE

.
.
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Practising Language 13a

� Why has the alien written a note to the children?

� He wants them to find him. � He needs their help.

� He wants to get to � He wants them to look 
know them. for his spacecraft.

� What does the alien look like? Name two things. 

� What is very special about the alien?

P13a

Story time:
the alien!

When the children of Park Road School
rushed into their playground on Monday
morning, they found a very unusual note
tied to one of the swings. This is what it said.

Dear children,

I’m writing this note because I need your help.
Yesterday my spacecraft crash landed in your
playground and now I’m hiding in the bushes. 

You will find it very hard to see me because I’m 
much smaller than you are and I have six eyes, 
which means I can always see people sneaking up 
on me. This gives me time to make myself invisible. 

  

       

    

     

        
  

     

          
     

        
        

         
      

            
         

       
          
        

  

 

 
 

ANSWERS: Practising Language 13a

� Why has the alien written a note to the children?

� He wants them to find him. � He needs their help.

� He wants to get to � He wants them to look 
know them. for his spacecraft.

� What does the alien look like? Name two things. 

� What is very special about the alien?

P13a

�

He is smaller than children.

He has six eyes.

He can make himself invisible.
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Practising Language 13b

� What have you learned about life on Brontus?

� Why was Yoodi flying over Earth?

� His spacecraft was faulty. � He got lost.

� He wanted to find out � He was studying 
about smartphones. Earth’s geography.

� Why does nobody know where Yoodi is?

P13b

My name’s Yoodi and I come from a small but 
very technologically advanced planet called Brontus.
We have been observing your planet for many years.
We have learnt your languages and copied some 
of your customs, for example, we play football and 
our smartphones are even smarter than yours!

I was on a school trip to look at your rivers and 
forests (I don’t expect you have ever realised that we 
fly over regularly) when my spacecraft developed 
a sudden fault and crash landed before I could send 
a message to my teacher or friends. No-one knows
where I am.

PLANET 
BRONTUS

Brontus 
my home

ANSWERS: Practising Language 13b

� What have you learned about life on Brontus?

� Why was Yoodi flying over Earth?

� His spacecraft was faulty. � He got lost.

� He wanted to find out � He was studying 
about smartphones. Earth’s geography.

� Why does nobody know where Yoodi is?

P13b

    

   

Brontus is a small planet. They have lots of technology.

They watch and copy life on Earth. They play football.

�

He was not able to send a message to anyone before

his spacecraft crash landed on Earth.
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Practising Language 13c

� What problems does Yoodi face?

� Explain why Yoodi does not want to be found by adults.

� Why does Yoodi think children will be able to help him?

P13c

Please help me. I can breathe your air but I need
food, drink and shelter if I am to survive. Unluckily,
my spacecraft is badly damaged and even worse, 
my communication system no longer works. 

I do not want to be captured and put on display 
like a specimen of alien life to be stared at and
experimented on. I want to go home.

Please leave me some messages in the empty bin near
the fence. I know that human beings, especially young
ones, are very inventive so I feel sure you will be able
to come up with some good ideas and suggestions.

Your friend from the far galaxy, Yoodi.

Bin

Spacecraft 

under last

bush

  

     
     

     

 
  
     

    
    

    
    
 

           

      

        

ANSWERS: Practising Language 13c

� What problems does Yoodi face?

� Explain why Yoodi does not want to be found by adults.

� Why does Yoodi think children will be able to help him?

P13c

To survive he needs food, drink and shelter.

He cannot send a message to get help from his planet.

His spaceship is badly damaged.

He believes adults will want to study and examine him.

They will not just let him go home.

Children have lots of good ideas and Yoodi is confident

they will be able to think of a solution.
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Practising Language 14

� Here are the first two notes Yoodi
received from the children. Copy 
them out in your best handwriting.

P14

Heavenly handwriting
Dear Yoodi, 
You can have some of my
packed lunch. I hope you
drink water and eat biscuits.
I’ll leave the supplies 
by the main gate. 
Love Tara.

I heard the weather forecast and it’s going to rain tonight. 

You could shelter in the bike shed.

How clever are your smartphones on Brontus?  Mike.

ANSWERS: Practising Language 14

� Here are the first two notes Yoodi
received from the children. Copy 
them out in your best handwriting.

P14



Practising Language 15a and 15b

� The letters ph have the sound f. Use the clue to find the word 
starting with the letters ph.

P15a

Speedy spelling Knowing what letters sound like helps
us with reading and spelling.

� Have you noticed that quite a lot of words end in -le?
Here are six for you to fill in.

P15b

� use this to call someone

� a boy’s name

� a chemist shop

� an exact copy of an original
� a person  
who takes 
photographs

Messages

Calendar

Photos

Camera

     
    
      

          
   

     

     
  

    

   

   

      
      

   

     ground     box  
p      board     shine

p      sun     any  
p      card     flower +
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p

u

d

d

l

e

One person, lots of...

Hug someone you like.

Centre.

Play or walk in water.

Small.

Container for liquids.

t

� Write a clue for the word puddle. 

ANSWERS: Practising Language 15a and 15b

� The letters ph have the sound f. Use the clue to find the word 
starting with the letters ph.

P15a

� Have you noticed that quite a lot of words end in -le?
Here are six for you to fill in.

P15b

� use this to call someone

� a boy’s name

� a chemist shop

� an exact copy of an original
� a person  

who takes 
photographs

p

u

d

d

l

e

One person, lots of...

Hug someone you like.

Centre.

Play or walk in water.

Small.

Container for liquids.

� Write a clue for the word puddle. 

p h  o  n  e

p h i l i p

p h a r m a c y

p h o t o c o p y

p h o t o g r a p h e r

p e o l e

c d d l e

m i d l e

p a d l e

l i t t e

b o t t l

A small pool of water.
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w   

� Compound words are made of 
two shorter words put together.
This helps us read and spell them. 

� You will find the ending -tion in lots of different words. Use -tion
to complete these words:

� Fit the words into the grid.

� Think of three more words 
with this ending.

P15c

ac sta

fic mo

na sec

Practising Language 15b and 15c

yourself = your + self 

spacesuit = space + suit 

� Put one word from the orange box 
with one word from the blue box to
make six new words.

thing     ground     box  
pot     board     shine

post     sun     any  
play     card     flower +

Dear Yoodi,

I hope you didn’t hurt 
yourself when you crashed.
Were you wearing a spacesuit? 

Makeda.

   

   

    

  

t i o n
f

t

t

m

a

a

tc

ce

       

� Compound words are made of 
two shorter words put together.
This helps us read and spell them. 

� You will find the ending -tion in lots of different words. Use -tion
to complete these words:

� Fit the words into the grid.

� Think of three more words 
with this ending.

P15c

ac sta

fic mo

na sec

ANSWERS: Practising Language 15b and 15c

� Put one word from the orange box 
with one word from the blue box to
make six new words.

thing     ground     box  
pot     board     shine

post     sun     any  
play     card     flower +

t i o n

postbox

cardboard

playground

anything

sunshine

flowerpot

t i o n

t i o n t i o n

t i o nt i o n

f

a c t i o n

s e c t i o n

s t a t i o n

n a t i o n

m o t i o n

n

collection lotion commotion

EXAMPLE



54

Practising Language 16a

Yoodi got many offers of help, 
but the one from Roy and Jack
seemed the most promising.

Yoodi wanted to thank the 
boys and tell them where his
spacecraft was hidden. 

� Write his answer, using your
imagination. Remember to
begin each sentence with a
capital letter and end it with 
a full stop.

P16a

A helping hand
Hi Yoodi!

We think the best way to help you is by trying to repair your spacecraft. Wecan take it to Mr Thompson in after-school club. He’s great at making things. We’ll say Jack’s uncle sent it from America but it brokein the post, so he won’t need to know about you.
Roy and Jack.

Dear Roy and Jack, PLANET 
BRONTUS

Brontus 
my home

    

   
 

   
  

  
    
    
   
  

   
  

  
  

  

  
   

 
   

   
   

    
  

        

ANSWERS: Practising Language 16a

Yoodi got many offers of help, 
but the one from Roy and Jack
seemed the most promising.

Yoodi wanted to thank the 
boys and tell them where his
spacecraft was hidden. 

� Write his answer, using your
imagination. Remember to
begin each sentence with a
capital letter and end it with 
a full stop.

P16a

Thank you for your excellent idea.

My space craft is hidden under the 

bushes behind the bike shed. Just be 

careful not to tread on it when you are

looking! Please let me know what 

Mr Thompson says. I like it here on

Earth but I want to go home and see

all my family and friends. Thank you

again for all your help. Yoodi

EXAMPLE



  

      
      

   

     
     

   

    
  

    
      

  

  
 

      
      

  
          
    
          

      
    

  

    

 
 

Practising Language 16b and 16c

� What do you think
the spacecraft
looked like after 
it was repaired?
Draw a diagram
and label it to 
give an idea of 
how it might work
and fly. 

P16c

Mr Thompson was 
amazed by the
spacecraft and 
started examining 
it straightaway. 

� Using the speech
bubbles, write a 
short conversation
between him and 
the boys when 
they asked him 
if he could repair 
it. Don’t forget
punctuation!

P16b
Do you think you can repair it, Mr Thompson?

55

ANSWERS: Practising Language 16b and 16c

� What do you think
the spacecraft
looked like after 
it was repaired?
Draw a diagram
and label it to 
give an idea of 
how it might work
and fly. 

P16c

Mr Thompson was 
amazed by the
spacecraft and 
started examining 
it straightaway. 

� Using the speech
bubbles, write a 
short conversation
between him and 
the boys when 
they asked him 
if he could repair 
it. Don’t forget
punctuation!

P16b

“I think so. I will need to make
some special spare parts.”

“We can come after school
to help you. It will be fun.”

EXAMPLE

EXAMPLE

turbo thrusters
wing flight deck

nose conewindows
engine

EXAMPLE
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Practising Language 17a

Jeremiah Jeremiah 
Jumped in the fire.
Fire was so hot
He jumped in the pot.
Pot was so round 
He jumped up a mound.
Mound was so high
He jumped in the sky.
Sky was so blue
He jumped in a canoe.
Canoe was so cream
He jumped in the stream.
Stream was so shallow
He jumped in a marshmallow.
Marshmallow was so soft
He jumped in the loft.
Loft was so rotten
He jumped in the cotton.
Cotton was so white
He jumped all night.

ANON.

Poetry, please! Here’s a nonsense poem that’s fun 
to read and learn. How much of it
can you learn and recite?

� Read this poem out loud.

P17a

    

             

      
     

   

       

            
   

ANSWERS: Practising Language 17a

� Read this poem out loud.

P17a
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Practising Language 17a and 17b

There are 20 lines in this poem and 10 pairs of words that rhyme.

� Write out the other nine pairs 
of rhyming words. The first 
pair is Jeremiah and fire.

� How many different things did Jeremiah jump into?

� What do you think would have been the nicest thing to jump 
into and why? 

P17b

Jeremiah fire

ANSWERS: Practising Language 17a and 17b

There are 20 lines in this poem and 10 pairs of words that rhyme.

� Write out the other nine pairs 
of rhyming words. The first 
pair is Jeremiah and fire.

� How many different things did Jeremiah jump into?

� What do you think would have been the nicest thing to jump 
into and why? 

P17b

Jeremiah fire

hot

round

high

blue

cream

shallow

soft

rotten

white

pot

mound

sky

canoe

stream

marshmallow

loft

cotton

night

10

A marshmallow because it would be soft and you could

eat it too.

EXAMPLE
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Practising Language 17b and 17c

� What do you think would have been the worst thing to jump 
into and why?

� Anon. is short for anonymous and is written at the end of this
poem instead of the poet’s name. What does it mean?

� Now it’s your turn!
Write a poem like 
this about Penelope. 
See if you can give 
it a good rhythm 
and make it funny!

P17c

Penelope l l l l l l l l

Jumped in the l l l l l l l l

l l l l l l l l was so l l l l l l l l 

She jumped in the l l l l l l l l

  

            
        

   

     

       

      
   

        
    

     
       

ANSWERS: Practising Language 17b and 17c

� What do you think would have been the worst thing to jump 
into and why?

� Anon. is short for anonymous and is written at the end of this
poem instead of the poet’s name.What does it mean?

� Now it’s your turn!
Write a poem like 
this about Penelope. 
See if you can give 
it a good rhythm 
and make it funny!

P17c

The fire because it would be hot and would burn you.

It means that nobody knows who wrote it. 

The name of the poet is not known.

Penelope’s poem:

Penelope Dee

Jumped in the sea.

Sea was so blue

She jumped in the glue.

VARIABLE
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Practising Language 18

� Write these out as neatly as you can and then see if 
you can repeat them several times without a mistake.

� Red lorry, yellow lorry.

� She sells sea-shells on the sea-shore.

� Peter Piper picked a peck of pickled peppers.

� Round and round the rugged rock 
The ragged rascal ran.

� Write your own tongue-twister here and see if your 
friends can say it quickly.

P18

Hooray for
handwriting!

Tongue-twisters are difficult to say
and it can be very funny to try!

ANSWERS: Practising Language 18

� Write these out as neatly as you can and then see if 
you can repeat them several times without a mistake.

� Red lorry, yellow lorry.

� She sells sea-shells on the sea-shore.

� Peter Piper picked a peck of pickled peppers.

� Round and round the rugged rock 
The ragged rascal ran.

� Write your own tongue-twister here and see if your 
friends can say it quickly.

P18

Kylie cuddled the cute kitten in the kitchen.

EXAMPLE
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Practising Language 19a and 19b 

� Solve these riddles! Match each crazy question and answer.

P19a

� Write a riddle yourself – either an invented one or one you know.

� What compound words do these pictures represent?

P19b

Clue: store my books Clue: my school day

C    

Having fun 
with words

Word play, puzzles, riddles and jokes can
really make us laugh!

What has a neck but no head?

What kind of animal can
jump higher than a house?

Why did the boy bury his torch?

What goes tick tock woof?

How do you know if there’s 
an elephant in your bed?

A watch dog.

Because the
batteries died.

By the big E on
his pyjamas.

All kinds.
Houses can’t jump.

A bottle.

+ +

    

      
          

A watch dog.

ANSWERS: Practising Language 19a and 19b 

� Solve these riddles! Match each crazy question and answer.

P19a

� Write a riddle yourself – either an invented one or one you know.

� What compound words do these pictures represent?

P19b

What has a neck but no head?

What kind of animal can
jump higher than a house?

Why did the boy bury his torch?

What goes tick tock woof?

How do you know if there’s 
an elephant in your bed?

VARIABLE

b o o k c a s e t i m e t a b l e

Because the
batteries died.

By the big E on
his pyjamas.

All kinds.
Houses can’t jump.

A bottle.
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Clue: take camping Clue: a bad dream!

H   
 

      
   

      

    
    

      

    

      
    

  

 
 

    
 

 
  

 

Practising Language 19b and 19c

� Word puzzles really get you thinking. 
Fill in this one. All the answers start with car-. 

P19c

�
� �

�

�

�

�

�

�

++

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

ANSWERS: Practising Language 19b and 19c

� Word puzzles really get you thinking. 
Fill in this one. All the answers start with car-. 

P19c

c a r d

c a r g o

c a r r o t

c a r a v a n

c a r t o o n

c a r p e t

c a r r i a g e

c a r d i g a n

c a r e t a k e r

p e n k n i f e n i g h t m a r e
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Practising Language 20a and 20b

Have you noticed that full has two lls when it is used alone, 
but only one l when it is at the end of a word?

P20b

          
         

Sparky spelling

Be careful when you walk as the path is full of sharp stones. 

    

           
     

� Write a sentence of your own using one of these new words.

� Add -ful to these words:

joy play cheer power

� Some of these words have two vowels missing. Choose from:

ai     au     ee     ea     ei     oo     oi     ou

P20a

� At the match, the s l lnd of fans ch l l ring when thl l r t l lm
scored was very l l ld.

� Br l ld is a basic f l ld ar l lnd the world and is very g l ld for y l l . 

� The cat c l lght its t l l l under a ch l l r and hissed.

y     .g      dar      ndf      d

ch      rt      l

l      dt      mth      rch      ring

c      ght

Br      d

s      nd

T

                   

               
o u

    

  

ANSWERS: Practising Language 20a and 20b

Have you noticed that full has two lls when it is used alone, 
but only one l when it is at the end of a word?

P20b

� Write a sentence of your own using one of these new words.

� Add -ful to these words:

joy play cheer power

� Some of these words have two vowels missing. Choose from:

ai     au     ee     ea     ei     oo     oi     ou

P20a

� At the match, the s l lnd of fans ch l l ring when thl l r t l lm
scored was very l l ld.

� Br l ld is a basic f l ld ar l lnd the world and is very g l ld for y l l . 

� The cat c l lght its t l l l under a ch l l r and hissed.

y     .g      dar      ndf      d

ch      rt      l

l      dt      mth      rch      ring

c      ght

Br      d

s      ndo u e e e i e a o u

e a o o o u o o o u

a u a i a i

f u l f u l f u l f u l

My new puppy is very playful.
VARIABLE
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� Suffixes can be added to the end of a word. 
Complete the grid by adding suffixes to each word. 

P20c

 

           

Practising Language 20b and 20c

� Look at the anagrams and find the word ending in -ful. 
The pictures will help you. 

�            

   

        

     au     ee     ea     ei     oo     oi     ou

     

 

      

   

     .      da       ndf      d

c       rt      l

l      dt      mt       rc       ring

c      ght

B       d

s      nd

TUEBALIFU

A l l l l l l l l l sunset. 

.

FOROULCUL

A l l l l l l l l l picture. 

.

NIPLUAF

l l l l l l l foot.

.

ROPLUEFW

l l l l l l l l muscles. 

.

� What will these words become?

root word -ful -fully -less

help helpful
hope hopeless
fear

use usefully
thought

sad

hard

good

+
ness

� Suffixes can be added to the end of a word. 
Complete the grid by adding suffixes to each word. 

P20c

ANSWERS: Practising Language 20b and 20c

� Look at the anagrams and find the word ending in -ful. 
The pictures will help you. 

. .

. .

� What will these words become?

sad

hard

good

+
ness

helpfully helpless

hopeful hopefully
fearful fearfully fearless

useful useless

thoughtful thoughtfully thoughtless

sadness

hardness

goodness

beautiful

painful

colourful

powerful
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Practising Language 21

Happy homes 
for hamsters!

Read this information sheet and then
answer the questions.

Looking after a pet 
is a big responsibil

ity. 

Make sure you know
 what to do.

HOW TO CARE FOR

A HAMSTER

Shopping list
� Hamster food mix.

� Cage. 
� Wood shavings 

for the floor.
� Paper bedding.

� Dish for food.
� Water bottle.
� Toys. 

Lifespan
� Hamsters should be

bought when they 

are between 4 and 
8 

weeks old.
� Hamsters usually live 

for about two years
.

Keeping fit
� A hamster wheel is 

good for exercise.

� Hamsters are nocturnal

so they sleep in the
 day.

Food and drink
� Special hamster food

from the pet shop.

� Extra pieces of frui
t 

and vegetables.

� Dog biscuits which
 

help hamsters keep 

their teeth short.

� Fresh water.

Behaviour
� Digging – hamsters 

love to dig.
� Gnawing – hamsters

need to gnaw as th
eir

teeth grow continuo
usly.

� Standing and stari
ng –

shows the hamster is

listening.
� Teeth chattering – 

shows annoyance s
o

should be left alon
e.

    

         

   

     

      
    �      

t       

     

         
  

          

        

    �    
   

        

ANSWERS: Practising Language 21
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Practising Language 21a and 21b

� Does a hamster need these things? Put � or � in the box.

� a blanket � a food dish

� milk to drink � something hard to chew

� What do you learn about hamsters’ teeth?
� They chatter when  � They are sharp and  
the hamster is angry. can bite you.

� They never grow. � They are very short.

� There are five different headings in this information sheet. 
List them here:

P21a

� What does the information sheet tell you? Put � or � in the box.

� Why hamsters make good pets. � How to feed a hamster.

� How long hamsters  � How much hamsters 
generally live. cost to buy.

� How do you know when a hamster is listening?

P21b

ANSWERS: Practising Language 21a and 21b

� Does a hamster need these things? Put � or � in the box.

� a blanket � a food dish

� milk to drink � something hard to chew

� What do you learn about hamsters’ teeth?
� They chatter when  � They are sharp and  
the hamster is angry. can bite you.

� They never grow. � They are very short.

� There are five different headings in this information sheet. 
List them here:

P21a

� What does the information sheet tell you? Put � or � in the box.

� Why hamsters make good pets. � How to feed a hamster.

� How long hamsters  � How much hamsters 
generally live. cost to buy.

� How do you know when a hamster is listening?

P21b

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

Shopping list

Lifespan

Keeping fit

Food and drink

Behaviour

� �

� �

Standing and staring show a hamster is listening.
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Practising Language 21b and 21c

� What else would you like to know about hamsters?
Write two questions.

� Under which heading would you put this information?

Hamsters mostly sleep during the day.

� What new heading would you give to this additional 
information?

A Syrian hamster should live alone as it will fight other hamsters.
Russian and Chinese hamsters prefer to live in pairs.

� Finish this sentence by giving two reasons.You will have to use
your imagination if you don’t know much about hamsters! 

You need to be very careful if you let your hamster run 
loose around your home because...

P21c

  

  
   

    
 
  

  

  

       
    

     
        
      

    
       
       

       
      

       
     

       
       

    
     

    

 

ANSWERS: Practising Language 21b and 21c

� What else would you like to know about hamsters?
Write two questions.

� Under which heading would you put this information?

Hamsters mostly sleep during the day.

� What new heading would you give to this additional 
information?

A Syrian hamster should live alone as it will fight other hamsters.
Russian and Chinese hamsters prefer to live in pairs.

� Finish this sentence by giving two reasons.You will have to use
your imagination if you don’t know much about hamsters! 

You need to be very careful if you let your hamster run 
loose around your home because...

P21c

How much does it cost to buy all the equipment for 

a hamster?

Is it better to have two females or two males together?

Behaviour

Types of hamster / different kinds of hamster.

It may hide somewhere so you will not be able to find

it easily and it may also damage your home by

gnawing furniture.

example

example
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Practising Language 22a

� Read this paragraph
about looking after 
a puppy. Set out the
same information
more clearly under
the different headings.

P22a

Puppy shopping list

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

Interesting
information

It’s important to set out information so that
it is easy to read.

Puppies need food of course 
and a bowl to put it in. They 
need a bed and some toys 
to play with and chew.

When you take them out, you need a
collar and lead and there should be anID (identity) tag on the collar with yourname and address in case the puppy
gets lost. Puppies love to play so you
should take them for regular walks
and throw sticks and balls for them 
to chase. Barking is a puppy’s way oftalking and tail wagging means that
your puppy is happy and friendly.

How to exercise your puppy
�

�

Puppy behaviour
�

�

ANSWERS: Practising Language 22a

� Read this paragraph
about looking after 
a puppy. Set out the
same information
more clearly under
the different headings.

P22a

Puppy shopping list

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

Puppies need food of course 
and a bowl to put it in. They 
need a bed and some toys 
to play with and chew.

When you take them out, you need a
collar and lead and there should be anID (identity) tag on the collar with yourname and address in case the puppy
gets lost. Puppies love to play so you
should take them for regular walks
and throw sticks and balls for them 
to chase. Barking is a puppy’s way oftalking and tail wagging means that
your puppy is happy and friendly.

How to exercise your puppy
�

�

Puppy behaviour
�

�

food
a bowl
a bed
some toys
a lead
a collar
an identity tag

Take them for regular walks.
Throw things for the puppy to chase.

Barking is like talking.
Tail wagging shows puppies are happy and friendly.
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Practising Language 22b

By looking at the title, 
chapter headings and 
illustrations, we can often 
guess what a book is 
going to be about. 

� What is the subject of 
each of these books?
Choose from the list of subjects in the 
orange box – not all of them will be used.

P22b Cooking for Children
The Instruments of the Orchestra

Magic for Beginners
Swimming Farm Animals 

Music Water 
Photography The Circus 

Ocean Wildlife World Climates 

  

    
   

  

  
  

    
   
   

   
    

  

     
       

    

      
    

       
     

      
   

       
  

     
     

ANSWERS: Practising Language 22b

By looking at the title, 
chapter headings and 
illustrations, we can often 
guess what a book is 
going to be about. 

� What is the subject of 
each of these books?
Choose from the list of subjects in the 
orange box – not all of them will be used.

P22b Cooking for Children
The Instruments of the Orchestra

Magic for Beginners
Swimming Farm Animals 
Music Water 

Photography The Circus 
Ocean Wildlife World Climates 

Ocean Wildlife

The Instruments of the Orchestra

Photography

Farm Animals

World Climates
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Practising Language 22c

It’s important to be 
able to ask questions
about information. 

� Write your own
question and answer
for each of these five
tips about becoming a
top cartoonist. Try not
to start every question
with why! The first has
already been done.

P22c Five tips for drawing great cartoons
• Keep practising – the more you draw, 
the better you’ll get. 

• Use pencil to start – it’s 
easy to correct mistakes. 

• Make sure the ink has dried properly 
before you rub out your pencil sketch.

• Always write the words before you 
draw the speech balloons.

• You can learn a lot by copying 
other people’s cartoons.

What happens if you keep practising?
You’ll get better at drawing. 

ANSWERS: Practising Language 22c

It’s important to be 
able to ask questions
about information. 

� Write your own
question and answer
for each of these five
tips about becoming a
top cartoonist. Try not
to start every question
with why! The first has
already been done.

P22c

What happens if you keep practising?
You’ll get better at drawing. 

Why should you use a pencil to start?

So that your can correct your mistakes easily.

When should you rub out your pencil sketch?

Only when the ink has dried properly.

Should you do the words or the speech balloons first?

The words because then you know you have 

enough space.

How can you learn a lot?

By copying other people’s cartoons.
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Practising Language 23a

Look at the cover of
this book carefully.

� What’s the name 
of the author?

� What’s the name 
of the book?

� How much does 
the book cost?

� Is Flying Wheels
the first, second 
or third book 
about Miranda 
and her magic
purple bicycle?

P23a

Kate Hardy wasborn in Londonin 1976 and stilllives there. FlyingWheels is her second book
about the adventures of
Miranda and her magic purple
bicycle and is as full of funny
adventures and jokes as the
first one. Her many readers
will be delighted to know that
Kate, who is already writing a
third book, says that she still
has lots of ideas for further
stories.
Pennystone Publications
© Kate Hardy 2006£6.99

All about
authors

The back cover of a book can give
us lots of information.

P     

    

    

   

         

       
  

   

   

ANSWERS: Practising Language 23a

Look at the cover of
this book carefully.

� What’s the name 
of the author?

� What’s the name 
of the book?

� How much does 
the book cost?

� Is Flying Wheels
the first, second 
or third book 
about Miranda 
and her magic
purple bicycle?

P23a

Kate Hardy

Flying Wheels

£6.99

Second
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Practising Language 23b and 23c

� Where does the author live?

� When was the author born?

� What’s the book about?

� What sort of book do you expect it to be?

P23b

� How do we know that children like 
Kate Hardy’s books?

� Who published this book?

� What do publishers do?

P23c

ANSWERS: Practising Language 23b and 23c

� Where does the author live?

� When was the author born?

� What’s the book about?

� What sort of book do you expect it to be?

P23b

� How do we know that children like 
Kate Hardy’s books?

� Who published this book?

� What do publishers do?

P23c

London

1976

Miranda and her magic bicycle.

Funny with adventures and jokes.

The blurb says she has many

readers.

Pennystone Publications.

Publishers produce copies of a book

to sell. They arrange for the printing

and illustrations.
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Practising Language 24a and 24b

Here’s a letter Lucy wrote to Kate Hardy, one of her favourite
authors. It was a good letter – but unfortunately she forgot
punctuation and capital letters.

� Put in full stops, commas, question marks and underline the
letters which should be capital letters.

P24a

Writing lovely letters

dear kate hardy 

i am writing to tell you how much i like your

books about miranda and her bicycle i wish

my bike was purple and that it could fly do

you think a film will be made of your stories

that would be great 

lucy

Kate Hardy wrote back to Lucy. She said she was so pleased 
Lucy liked her books and that she hoped there would be a 
film one day too. She said her next book would be about...

� Use your imagination to write her reply and fill in the details.

P24b

    

 

           

         
          

           
   

 

             

ANSWERS: Practising Language 24a and 24b

Here’s a letter Lucy wrote to Kate Hardy, one of her favourite
authors. It was a good letter – but unfortunately she forgot
punctuation and capital letters.

� Put in full stops, commas, question marks and underline the
letters which should be capital letters.

P24a

Writing lovely letters

Kate Hardy wrote back to Lucy. She said she was so pleased 
Lucy liked her books and that she hoped there would be a 
film one day too. She said her next book would be about...

� Use your imagination to write her reply and fill in the details.

P24b

,

.
.

.

?
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Practising Language 24b and 24c

Dear ,

I’m writing to recommend a great book which I’m sure you’ll enjoy.

� Imagine that you are writing to someone who doesn’t enjoy
reading very much.Tell them about a book you’ve read that 
you think they will really like. Give the title, author and some
details about the story.

P24c

Dear Lucy,

It was lovely to get your letter. Thank you so much for writing to me.

ANSWERS: Practising Language 24b and 24c

� Imagine that you are writing to someone who doesn’t enjoy
reading very much.Tell them about a book you’ve read that 
you think they will really like. Give the title, author and some
details about the story.

P24c

It’s great to know you enjoy the stories about Miranda.
I can promise you that she is going ot have lots more
adventures. In fact next time she’s off to the the 
North Pole! I would love to see a film made of my
books too. So let’s both keep our fingers crossed.
Kate

It’s called “I Was A Rat” by Phillip Pullman. Everyone

knows the story of Cinderella and how rats were changed

into coachmen and page-boys. But have you ever

wondered what it was like for the rats to become human

and if they could stay human? I won’t tell you what

happens - read it yourself and have fun! Kevin

Ian

example

example


